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From  the  President's  heart 

In  Luke  19:10  I  esus  says,  "for  the  Son  of  Man  has  come  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lo  st."  The  very  purpose  for 
the  Son  of  God  invading  planet  earth  was  to  find  lost  souls 
and  reconcile  them  to  His  Father.  H  ere  is  revea  led  the  passion 
of  our  Savior.    Here  is  revealed  the  h  eart  of  Jesus.  Tl  i  e 
Church  must  once  again  capture  the  passion  and  heart  of  our 
Lord  in  the  task  of  evangelism.  Heeding  the  words  of  the 
apostle  Paul  we  must  "kecome  all  things  to  all  men,  that  [we] 
might  by  all  means  save  some    (1  Cor.  9:22). 

At  the  dawn  of  the  21  st  century,  we  find  ourselves 
challenged  again  to  define  and  declare  our  message,  our 
motive  and  our  methods  m  the  task  of  doing  authentic 
evangelism.  Each  of  these  is  an  essential  element  in  fulfilling 
the  Great  Commission  and  d  oing  effective  evangelism. 

OUR  MESSAGE 

The  gospel  of  the  21st  century  is  the  same  gospel  as  the 
one  proclaimed  in  the  1st  century.  Paul  clearly  defines  this 
gospel  in  1  Corinthians  15:3-4:  "For  I  delivered  to  you  first  of 
all  that  which  I  also  received:  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  and  that  He  was  huried,  an  d  that 
He  rose  again  the  third  d  ay  according  to  the  Scriptures.     I  he 
cjood  news  of  the  gospel  is  that  sinners  can  he  saved  hecause 
the  death,  burial  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  provides  forgiveness 
for  all  who  personally  receive  Him  (John  1:12).  Th  is  gospel 
must  he  universal  m  its  proclamation  even  as  it  is  exclusive  in 
its  application,  being  effectual  only  for  those  who  repent  of  sin 
and  exercise  faith  in  the  perfect  atonement  of  Jesus.  We  do 
not  believe  that,  "The  task  of  the  missionary  today  ...  is  to  see 
the  hest  in  other  religions  today,  to  help  the  adhere  nts  of  th  ose 


Finding  the 
heart  of  Jesus 


by     Daniel     L.  Akin 


religions  discover,  or  to  rediscover,  all  the  hest  in  their  own 
traditions  .  .  .  [that]  the  aim  should  not  he  conversion" 
("Rethinking  M  issions:  A  Layman's  Inquiry  After  100  Years,  " 
adopted  in  1932  by  7  American  Protestant  Denominations). 
No,  with  fire  and  zeal  we  will  reject  political  correctness  and 
pursue  theological  correctness.  We  will  honor  the  exclusive 
nature  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  gladly  acce  pt  the 
scorn  and  ridicule  of  the  scoffers  who  hy  their  message  reveal 
the  lostness  and  emptiness  of  their  souls. 

OUR  MOTIVE 

Why  we  do  what  we  do  in  evangelism  is  simple:  "For  the 
love  of  Chri  st  constrains  us  ..."(2  Cor.  5:14).  Here  I  hel  leve 
Paul  is  talking  not  of  our  love  for  Jesus  hut,  rather,  of  Jesus' 
love  for  us.  Knowing  just  how  much  my  Lord  loves  me,  I  am 
constrai  ned,  "compelled"  (NKIV)  to  "do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist"  (2  Tim.  4:5).  I  am  willing  to  go  where  others  have 
not  gone.    I  am  willing  to  go  where  we  need  to  go.  The  love  of 
mv  Lord  will  not  allow  me  to  do  oth  erwise.  Fu  Killing  the 
words  o  f  the  Father  of  Church  H  istorv,  Eusehius  of  Caesarea, 
"Leaving  their  homes,  they  set  out  to  do  the  work  of  an 
evangelist,  making  it  their  amhition  to  preach  the  word  ...  to 
those  who  as  yet  had  heard  nothing  of  it."  Southeastern's 
North  American  Church  Planting  Program  and  our  2  +  2 
International  Missions  Program  are  just  two  of  the  ways  we 
live  out  the  call  to  he  evangelists. 

OUR  METHODS 

Filtering  all  that  we  do  through  the  cleansing  and  purifying 
Word  of  God,  we  will  explore  every  evangelist  strategy  to 
effectively  communi  cate  the  life  -changing  gospel  ot  Jesus 
cl  irist.  Some  methods  will  remain  the  same,  for  they  have  a 
proven  track  record.    Others  will  he  new,  radical,  even 
extreme.  We  will  challenge  one  another  and  ourselves  to  find 
the  hest  means  of  sharing  the  good  news  of  Jesus  in  the 
context  in  which  we  find  ourselves.  We  will  he  hold  rather  than 
timid,  daring  rather  tl  ran  doci  le.  We  will  he  1  a  s  hed  to  the 
Word,  sensitive  to  the  Spirit,  and  aggressive  in  our 
assignment. 

One  of  my  heroes  in  the  faith  is  Dr.  Adrian  Rogers.  What 
a  wonderful  model  for  evangelism  he  has  heen.  Once  I  heard 
him  say,  "borne  may  preach  the  gospel  hetter,  hut  no  one  can 
preach  a  hetter  gospel!"  What  a  word  of  challenge.  What  a 
word  of  encouragement.  What  a  wor  d  of  truth.  Th  ere  is  no 
hetter  gospel.  There  is  no  other  gospel.  Let  us  then  he  zealots 
for  the  g  ospel,  knowing  that  as  we  grow  in  our  devotion  to  it, 
we  \vi  11  hed  rawn  ever  nearer  to  the  heart  of  Jesus. 
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Gifts  used  to  spread  the  gospel  in  11  countries 


Scholarship  on  Fire! 
reaches  milestone 


B  Y 


Kyle  Smith 


In  August  of  2000,  South  eastern 
leaders  realized  two  things:  the  school  was 
attracting  more  students  than  ever  before, 
and  with  more  students  comes  the  need 
for  more  money. 

Their  answer  was  "Scholarship  on 
Fire!,"  a  campaign  designed  to  raise  funds 
for  student  aid,  building  projects  and 
improvements,  and  maintaining  a  first- 
class  faculty  and  missions  endowment  —  all 
essentials  if  Southeastern  was  to  remain  a 
top-notch  Great  Commission  seminary  for 
years  to  come. 

Trusting  in  God's  provision  was  a  leap 
of  faith.  Not  o  n  l  \  sv  a  s  it  the  first  f 
raising  drive  of  its  hind  in  seminary 
history,  it  also  aspired  to  raise  b50  million 
over  a  10-year  period,  a  sizeable  sum  for 
any  institution.  Dividing  the  campaign 
into  three  phases,  school  officials  set  their 
first  goal  of  $16.5  million  in  gifts  and 
commitments,  eager  to  see  how  the  people 
of  God  would  respond  as  the  campaign 
began  in  August  2002. 

Today,  less  than  three  years  later,  the 
Southeastern  family  has  reason  to  rejoice. 

Thanhs  to  God's  provision  through  the 
school's  many  supporters,  the  first  step  in 
the  "Scholarship  on  Fire!    vision  has 
become  a  reality.  President  Daniel  Ahin 
announced  in  an  April  11  meeting  with 
the  schools'  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board 
of  Visitors  that  Southeastern  has  now  met 
and  surpassed  its  Phase  I  goal  by 
garnering  $16,998,507  in  gifts  and 

commitments. 

"I  am  thrilled  that  we  h  ave  met  and 
surpassed  Phase  I  of  our  'Scholarship  on 
Fire!'  campaign  and  our  goal  of  $16.5 
mill  ion,"  Akin  said.  *  I  hose  who  support 
Southeastern  and  believe  in  what  we  are 
doing  have  blessed  us  in  their  prayers  and 
their  giving,  and  they  have  helped  us 
strengthen  this  great  seminary.  We  are  now 
poised  to  move  into  Ph  ase  II  as  we  build  a 
school  that  can  accommo  date  3,500 
students  and  train  pastors,  evangelists  and 
missionaries  to  take  the  gospel  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth.  What  God  has  accomplished 
here  is  truly  awesome,  but  we  are  ready  to 
move  ahead  for  His  glorv  and  the 


greatness  of  the  work  he  has  called  us  to 
do." 

Students  are  already  realizing  the  fruits 
of  the  campaign.  In  the  past  two  years 
alone,  money  from  the  campaign  has 
assisted  68  students  to  take  the  gospel  to 
Austria,  Bangladesh,  the  Czech  Republic, 
El  Salvador,  India,  Mexico,  Myanmar, 
Nepal,  Romania,   lhailand  and  Vietnam. 

The  average  amount  ol  missions  aid 
received  by  students,  according  to  Keith 
Eitel,  former  director  of  Southeastern'? 
Great  Commission  Center,  is  5/25. 


Money  given  to  the 
Scholarship  on  Fire! 
campaign  is  used  in  three 
primary  areas: 

Missions  Fund 

Many  students  receive  grants  that  allow 
them  to  travel  on  short-term  mission 
trips,  sharing  the  Gospel  all  over  the 
world.  The  fund  has  assisted  68 
students  already. 

Financial  Aid 

Scholarships  will  be  made  available 
through  the  fund  to  students  in  need. 

Patterson  Campus  Center 

Soon,  proceeds  from  the  fund  will  aid  in 

construction  of  the  much-needed 
student  center  on  the  west  side  of  the 
campus. 


Also,  everv  ro  nth  eastern  student  sees 
the  benefits  of  "Scholarship  on  Fire!  each 
time  he  or  she  pays  his/her  seminary  or 
college  tuition.  The  cost  of  attending 
Southeastern  is  remarkably  lower  than 
many  other  non-bo uthern  Baptist 
seminaries  in  the  I  n  ited  States  thanks  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Cooperative  Program  as  well  as  the  giving 
of  dedicated  "bcholarship  on  Fire!  donors 
that  keep  tuition  costs  down  each 
semester,  according  to  George  Harvey, 
director  of  financial  development. 


Bart  Neal,  former  vice  president  for 
institutional  advancement,  sai  d  the  fact 
that  the  campaign  was  conceived  and 
successfully  launched  under  the  presidency 
of  Paige  Patterson  and  has  continued  to 
flourish  under  Akin's  leadership  is  a 
trib  ute  to  both  men's  enthusiastic  support 
and  to  God  s  faithfulness. 

"To  God  be  the  glory,  great  things  He 
has  done,"  Neal  said.  "The  fact  that  we 
have  exceeded  the  goal  for  the  first  phase 
of  our  5>50  million  campaign  is  a 
testimony  to  the  goodness  and  bountiful 
blessings  of  our  Lord.  It  is  also  the  direct 
result  of  the  hard  work  and  sacrificial 
giving  of  multitudes  of  people  w  ho  love 
and  support  Southeastern  Seminary." 

Some  of  those  people  who  have  given  so 
tirelesslv  and  generous  ly  of  their  time  and 
resources  to  "Scholarship  on  Fire!" 
include  the  school's  Board  of  Trustees, 
Board  of  Visitors,  faculty,  staff,  students 
and  alumni.  In  addition,  Neal  recognized 
the  campaign  s  bteering  Committee,  a 
group  led  by  co-chairmen  Jim  Gold  ston 
and  Jim  Jaeumin,  that  has  overseen  and 
directed  its  efforts  from  its  inception. 

The  effects  of  "Scholarship  on  Fire!" 
will  be  felt  for  years  to  come  as  donors 
continue  to  give  to  the  wo  r  k  of  the  Lord. 
The  seminary  has  plans  to  construct  its 
n  ew  Patt  erson  Lampus  Lenter  as  soon  as 
it  secures  the  remainder  of  the  funding 
necessary  to  begin  construction.  The 
campus  center,  which  will  include  state-of- 
the-art  classrooms,  office  space,  computer 
labs,  a  gourmet  coffee  bar  and  an 
expanded  bookstore,  will  stand  as  a  visible 
result  of  what  "Schol  arship  on  Fire!"  is 
accomplishing. 

However,  perhaps  the  best  witness  to 
what  "bcholarship  on  Fire!    is  achieving  is 
the  graduates  of  Southeastern  Seminary. 
Every  semester,  they  leave  to  plant  their 
lives  in  overseas  mission  fields  as  well  as 
the  ch  urches  of  North  America  with  the 
common  goal  of  teaching  the  Word  of 
God  and  taking  the  gospel  to  those 
without  Christ.  The  legacy  left  by  these 
men  and  women  is  an  eternal  one. 


Southeastern  professors  take  biblical  counseling,  theology  to  Brazil 


After  going  to  Brazil  fur  a  summer  as  a  19-year-old  college 
student  in  1974,  returning  had  always  been  a  dream  for 
Southeastern  Seminary  professor  Sam  Williams. 

Never  did  he  imagine  the  way  in  which  God  would  fulfill  it. 
"I  fell  in  love  with  Brazil,"  Williams  said  of  that  first  trip.  "I 
literally  had  dreams  about  being  in  Brazil  when  I  came  bach,  and 
that  dream  of  returning  never  left  me. 

Now  the  associate  professor  of  counseling  is  seeing  his  love  for 
the  Word  of  God  translate  into  opportunities  to  teach  it  to  the 
Brazilian  evangelical  community.  Williams  serves  as  coordinator  of 
a  recently  developed  theological  training  program  that  partners 
Southeastern  Seminary  with  Brazilian  pastors  wdio  want  to  ground 
their  ministries  in  the  Word  of  God. 

It  is  that  sure  anchor  to  God  s  Word  that  Brazilian  churches 
have  lached  in  years  past  to  heep  it  from  drifting  in  the  sea  of  false 
ctrines  and  syncretistie  religions  that  abound  in  Brazi  1.  Whil  e  it 
xists  in  a  culture  that  is  very  open  to  spiritual  matters  in  a  generic 
se,  the  church  s  primary  struggle  has  been  to  maintain  its 
biblical  distinction  from  false  teachers  who  peddle  a  health,  wealth 
and  prosperity  gospel  to  the  people  of  Brazil. 

The  a  n s  we  r  to  that  dil  em  ma,  Williams  believes,  is  the  Word  of 
God,  and  Southeastern  Seminary  has  answered  the  call  to  bring  it 
to  Brazil.  Working  with  some  of  the  Brazilian  seminaries,  the 
school  has  implemented  a  program  to  train  indigenous  leaders  to 
preach,  teach  and  counsel  Scripture  as  the  inerrant  Word  of  God 
and  the  only  source  of  authority  in  the  chinch.  It  is  here  thai 
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Williams'  passion,  biblical  counseling,  plays  such  a  vital  role. 

Biblical  counseling,  as  Williams  defines  it,  is  the  personal 
ministry  of  the  Word  of  God  to  a  person  who  is  struggling  with  a 
I  ile  problem  such  as  depression,  anxiety,  addiction  or  marriage 
problems.  Its  goal  is  to  demonstrate  both  biblical  truth  and  grace  in 
its  counsel  so  that  a  person  solves  his  problem  in  a  way  that  pleases 

God. 

It  is  this  type  of  biblical  foundation,  rather  than  New  Age  or  self- 
help  formulas  for  personal  improvement,  that  B  razilian  pastors 
m  u  st  be  tau  ght  if  they  are  to  effectively  counsel  their  flochs, 
Will  lams  said. 

"There's  a  great  need  in  the  evangelical  church  down  there 
because  the  health,  wealth  and  prosperity  gospel  is  rampant," 
Williams  said,  referring  to  churches  such  as  Iglesia  Universal  and 
Deos  de  Amor  that  teach  people  that  God  s  desire  is  to  make  every 
Christi  an  materially  we  a  Ithy.  "If  people  get  saved  in  these  types  of 
churches,  it's  in  spite  of  the  churches  rather  than  because  of  them. 
It's  a  crass  appeal  to  greed,  materialism  and  short-term  help. 

"There,  biblical  theology  is  basically  absent,  an  d  th  ey  are  very 
experientially  oriented  with  age  regression,  deliverance  ministries 
and  all  sorts  of  ultra  -charismatic  stuff.  There  are  some  very  weak 
church  growth  movements  relying  not  on  the  Scriptures  and 
progressive  sanctification  for  discipleship  but  instead  on  a 
conglomeration  of  secular  psychology  and  New  Age  techniques  for 
people  to  deal  with  their  problems. 

"And  that's  where  our  goal  is  in  biblical  counseling,  to  help 
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people  see  the  beauty  and  the  power  of  God  s  Word.  Even  though 
most  of  us  don't  change  overnight,  we  change  progressively  hy 
God's  grace  within  the  context  of  His  church  as  we  see  who  we  are 
inside  and  outside,  particularly  on  a  heart  level,  and  apply  the 
gospel  to  our  own  hearts  and  own  lives.   That  s  our  goal  down 
there. 

GETTING  STARTED 

Williams'  connection  to  the  program  hegan  along  with 
Sotitheastern's  when  a  group  of  20  to  30  South  American 
seminary  professors,  seminary  presidents  and  International  Mission 
Board  missionaries  —  primarily  Brazilians  —  visited  the  school  s 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  campus  in  2002  at  the  request  o  ien- 
president  Paige  Patterson.  Patterson's  aim  was  to  promote 
partnerships  between  So  utl  leastern  and  some  of  its  fellow 
evangelical  seminaries  in  South  America. 

"Our  goal  was  to  try  to  establish  a  beachhead  there,  to  assist  the 
Brazilian  Baptists  in  developing  their  theological  acumen," 
Williams  said.  "Master's  degrees  and,  particularly,  doctorate  degrees 
are  quite  rare,  much  rarer  than  here,  but  the  Brazilian  people  and 
pastors  are  very,  very  hungry  and  desirous  of  higher  level 
education." 

After  hearing  a  brief  presentation  on  the  topic  of  biblical 
counseling,  the  Brazilian  visitors  were  so  fascinated  that  they  ashed 
Williams  to  come  bach  regularly  to  lead  them  m  biblical  counseling 
workshops,  boon,  the  workshops  had  developed  into  a  post-graduate 
program  for  Brazilian  stud  ents,  and  Williams  was  bringing  with 
him  fellow  Southeastern  professors  David  Nelson,  John  Hammett, 
Mark  Leiderbach,  Frank  Catanzaro  and  Stephen  Rummage  on 
subsequent  trips  to  augment  the  theological,  ethical  and  pastoral 
training  the  students  were  receiving.  Southeastern  President  Daniel 
Akin  wanted  to  get  in  on  the  opportunity,  and  m  the  near  future  he 
plans  to  teach  a  course  on  the  theology  of  marriage  in  Belo 
Horizonte,  Brazil. 

The  next  step  in  Southeastern  s  partnership  with  Brazilian 
Baptists  includes  the  implementation  of  a  master's  degree  program 

the  next  one  to  two  years,  a  program  Will  lams  an  d  Nelson  h  ave 
worked  diligently  to  design.  1  he  degree  would  be  the  first 


recognized  conservative  evangelical  master  s  degree  in  theology  in 
Brazil  and  would  be  grante  d  bv  a  B  razilian  seminary  anc  1  staffed  In 
Southeastern  professors.  Together,  the  two  groups  would  co-write 
the  program's  curriculum,  and  Will  lams  anticipates  that  the 
program  could  draw  in  hundreds  of  Brazilian  pastors  and  professors 
to  attend. 

The  response  by  the  Brazilian  community  to  all  of 
Southeastern  s  help  has  been  very  good,  Williams  said. 

"They  have  been  very  welcoming  and  very  receptive  to  our 
teachings  on  biblical  counseling,    he  said.  "  They  re  hungry  for 
higher  education,  for  solid  biblical  training.  I  think  that  when 
(these)  people  are  shown  both  the  depth  and  the  practicality  of 
Scripture  in  terms  of  how  it  matches  up  with  everyday  life  —  to 
enrich  their  personal  life,  our  life  together  within  the  church  or 
various  ministries  of  the  church  —  when  they  see  that  there  really  is 
no  gap  between  real  life  and  the  great  doctrines  of  the  faith,  a  great 
many  are  very  attracted  to  that  because  they  basically  believe  the 
B.hle.  O  in  position  has  be  en  wmsomely  presented  and  sensibly 
presented.  Biblical  theology  or  practical  theology  has  been  very,  very 
well  received.  There  have  been  very  few  obstacles  and  very  few 
barriers,  and  we  get  lots  of  invitations  to  come  back.  We  can't  even 
stay  up  with  them  all. 

Williams  noted  that  the  success  of  the  program  is  driven  by  the 
charity  of  the  Southeastern  professors  who  go  to  Brazil  for  a  week 
or  two  at  a  time  without  pay  simply  because  of  their  desire  to  spread 
the  gospel.  Although  th  ere  is  no  monetary  compensation  for  their 
efforts,  Will  lams  said  the  payment  for  tl  lese  men  who  embody  the 
missionary  spirit  of  Southeastern  "is  simply  getting  to  go." 

Williams  hopes  that  as  a  result  of  their  investment  in  some  of 
Brazil's  leaders,  the  church  there  will  find 'itself  strengthened  in  the 
days  ahead. 

"My  hope  and  my  goal,    Williams  said,  "is  simply  to  see 
Brazilian  leaders,  pastors  and  their  churches  sink  their  roots  so 
deeply  down  into  God's  Word  and  into  the  glory  of  the  Gospel  that 
regardless  of  the  waves  and  tren  ds  that  blow  th  rough  their  culture, 
their  roots  are  so  deep  and  so  strong  that  they  don't  get  blown  over. 
Furthermore,  they  not  only  don  t  get  blown  over,  but  they  continue 
to  bear  the  fruit  of  the  Gospel  in  such  a  way  that  people  are 

nourished  and  find  delight  for  their  souls.  Hopefully, 
Gospel-centered  biblical  theological  education  will 
provide  a  keel  enabling  Baptist  leaders  to  withstand 
these  corrosive  currents  and  raise  Chr  ist  and  the 
ss  to  the  prominence  He  alone  deserves." 


"They're  hungry  for 
higher  education,  for 
solid  biblical  training." 


Professors  Sam  Williams  (second  from  right)  and  David  Nelson  (seated  at  left)  are  among  several  Southeastern  faculty 
members  who  have  cooperated  in  developing  a  theological  training  program  for  Brazilian  pastors. 


D.Min.  program  equips  student  to  follow  missions  calling 


The  Naga  people  of  northeastern  India  had  a  passion  for  head- 
hunting, but  many  of  them  now  have  a  passion  for  soul-winning.  The 
reason  for  their  complete  conversion  is  the  gospel  message  brought  to 
them  hy  American  missionaries. 

One  Southeastern  student  and  Nagaland  native  wants  to  use  her 
education  to  improve  her  country's  mission  efforts  and  reach  more 
people  with  the  gospel. 

Temsula  Chenth  is  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  student  whose  studies 
focus  on  the  mission  strategies  utilized  hy  her  country,  an  Indian 
state  located  in  the  extreme  northeastern  corner  of  the  country,  for 
the  past  50  years.  She  h  opes  to  develop  a  resource  for  the  Nagaland 
Baptist  Church  Council  to  use  to  reach  surroundings  states  and 
countries. 

"I  strongly  feel  that  this  is  the  time  when  our  people  need  us." 
Chenth  said.  "This  is  the  time  for  our  generation  to  hring  ahout  a 
change  in  the  church." 


PURSUING  GOD'S  CALL 

Chenth's  passion  for  God  and  pursuing  His  glory  through 
missions  developed  over  years  an  dh  as  its  roots  in  a  promise  made  hy 
her  parents  at  her  hirth. 

Due  to  her  mother's  inahil  ity  to  fulfill  her  dream  of  hecoming  a 
missionary,  Chenth's  parents  pledged  their  first  horn  to  the  Lord's 
work. 

"God  had  already  called  me  even  hefore  I  was  formed  in  my 
mother's  womh,"  Chenth  said. 

At  the  age  of  nine,  she  accepted  Jesus  as  her  Lord  and  Savior. 
Although  her  parents  continuously  reminded  her  of  her  decision  to 
serve  Him,  they  never  pressured  her  into  a  certain  form  of  ministry. 

After  graduating  from  Northeastern  Hill  University  in  1992, 
Chenth  decided  to  serve  the  Lord  through  full-time  ministry.  She 
went  to  Union  Bihlical  Seminary  at  Pune,  in  Western  India,  and 
graduated  with  a  master's  degree  in  1997.   At  the  time  of  her 
graduation,  she  was  the  only  student  who  did  not  know  what  pathway 
she  was  going  to  pursue. 


by     Stephanie  Carter 
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An  internship  in  New  Delhi  during  her  course  work  opened  up  her 
mind  to  a  whole  new  area  or  life. 

"It  was  during  the  months  of  my  internship  that  God  hegan  to 


"I  am  just  putting  my 
whole  trust  in  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  is  having 
me  to  put  everything  at 
His  feet." 


work  in  my  heart  for  missions,"  she  said.  "I  did  not  really 
understand  God's  plan  until  later." 

Her  passion  for  missions  led  her  to  a  position  as  the  As  sociate 
Director  at  the  Nagaland  Missionary  Movement,  which  is  the 
missions  department  of  the  Nagaland  Ba  ptist  Church  Council. 

In  her  job,  Chenth  had  direct  interaction  with  national  and 
international  missionary  organizations.  She  also  personally  vi  sited 
churches,  council  leaders,  and  missionaries  throughout  Nagaland  and 
developed  knowledge  of  the  work  her  people  did  on  a  daily  hasis. 

Her  interactions  during  her  four  years  of  service  to  the  council 
allowed  her  to  see  the  needs  of  her  country's  missions'  organizations 
from  a  first-person  perspective. 

"  We  have  the  manpower  for  missions,  hut  we  nee  d  to  he  trained 
and  to  have  more  resources,"  she  said. 

God  used  those  realizations  to  lead  her  in  2002  to  resign  from 
her  position  an  d  1  eave  her  loved  ones  to  pursue  studies  in  the  United 
States. 

"It  took  me  more  th  an  a  year  of  prayer  and  seeking  the  Lord  s  will 
to  decide  not  only  to  leave  NMM  to  go  for  high  er  studies,  hut  also 
to  leave  my  home  and  family  whom  I  love  dearly,"  she  said. 

Thanks  to  a  friendship  with  Sou  thea  stern's  academic  dean,  L. 
Russ  Bush,  and  Keith  Eitel,  former  director  of  the  Center  for  Great 
Commission  Studies,  Chenth  is  currently  pursuing  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  in  missions'  studies  and  a  Masters  of  Arts  in  Intercultural 
Studies  from  Southeastern. 

MISSION-SENDING  CENTER 

Nagaland  is  strategically  located  amongst  nations  and  people 
groups  untouched  or  hostile  to  the  gospel,  so  developing  the 
country's  missions  focus  is  of  great  importance  to  Chenth  and  other 
Nagas  studying  in  the  Uni  ted  States.  Chenth  h  opes  to  start  a 
country-wide  movement  focused  on  developing  laypeople  into  trained 
missionaries.  She  is  currently  working  toward  this  goal  and  has  plans 
to  create  a  missions  training  center  in  Dimapur  once  she  returns  to 
Nagaland. 


Chenth  said  that  the  training  center  will  use  short-term  training 
to  "equip  the  local  church  pastors  in  Nagaland  and  Northeast  India 
who  are  unahle  to  go  for  higher  theological  training  in  the  areas  of 
missions  and  church  planting. 

The  center  will  also  focus  its  efforts  on  training  laypeople  who  are 
interested  in  missions  and  on  developing  partnerships  with  mission's 
organizations  inside  and  outside  of  Nagaland. 

Many  people  have  viewe  d  Ch  enth's  efforts  to  study  and  develop 
hetter  mission  strategies  as  a  challenge,  hut  she  views  her  work  as 
little  more  than  providing  a  pathway  for  God  to  work. 

"I  am  just  putting  my  whole  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  is 
having  me  to  put  everything  at  His  feet,"  she  said.  "I  am  just  giving 


Temsula  Chenth  plans  to  use  her  seminary  training  to  develop 
missions  strategies  for  her  northeast  Indian  homeland. 


Him  my  hlank  thesis  and  saying,    Lord,  fill  it.  " 

Chenth  hopes  to  hetter  equip  herself  through  her  studies  so  that 
she  may  he  of  more  service  to  her  country.  She  has  already  seen 
God'  s  work  in  her  life,  h  aving  keen  formerly  held  down  by  a 
debilitating  shyness.  Despite  that,  God  has  moved  her  to  a  position 
of  leadership  in  her  country's  efforts  to  pave  the  way  for  more 
effecti  ve  national  and  international  missions  efforts. 

Chenth  takes  no  credit  for  where  she  is  in  her  life,  hut  gives  all 
glory  and  praise  to  God  for  the  way  He  has  educated  her  about 
herself  and  the  abilities  that  He  has  blessed  her  with. 

"God  knows  you  much  better  than  you  know  yourself,  and,  as  tht 
Word  of  God  ministers  to  you,  you  learn  more  about  yourself." 


Pastor,  professor,  visionary 

George  Braswell  reflects  on  30  years  at  Southeastern 


by     Jerry  Higgins 


Staying  in  a  ]ob  (or  a  long  time  is 
a  matter  of  perspective.  Some  people 
think  five  years  in  a  jot  is  an 
eternity.  Ten  or  20  years  earns  a 
plaque  to  hang  on  the  wall  for 
longevity. 

Never  in  his  wildest  imagination 
did  George  Braswell  think  he  would 
spend  more  than  30  years  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  hut  he  did  hefore  retiring 
earlier  this  year  at  age  68.  Why? 
Because  God  never  moved  him. 

"I  d  on  't  k  now  why  I  spe  nt  30 
years  in  one  place,"  Braswell  said.  "I 
never  tried  to  figure  it  out. 

FROM  PASTOR  TO  MISSIONARY 

Braswell  never  had  visions  of  heing 
a  world  traveler,  teacher  and  a 
glohally-hnown  expert  in  the  field  of 
[.]  amic  studies.  More  than  three 
decades  ago,  all  Braswell  thought 
God  called  him  to  do  was  to  become 
a  pastor  of  a  small  western  North 
Carolina  church  in  Cullowhee  after 
growing  up  in  Emporia,  Va.  (near 
Roanoke  Rapids).  He  said  he  was 
called  hy  God  to  he  a  pastor  as  a  high  schooler. 

But  he  quickly  realized  that  his  plans  weren't  God's  plans. 
Braswell,  who  met  his  wife,  Joan,  as  a  freshman  at  Wake  Forest 
College  in  1954,  saw  the  Lord  move  him  from  Winston-Salem 
to  Cullowhee.  Then  in  1967,  he  was  called  to  Iran  as  the  first 
International  (then  Foreign)  Mission  Board  missionary  in  that 
country. 

Then  it  was  hack  to  Wake  Forest  on  furlough  in  1972. 
Braswell  enrolled  in  Sou  th  eastern's  first  Doctor  of  Ministry  class 
(ironically  later  serving  as  the  program  s  director  un  der  Paige 
Patterson)  and  also  worked  on  his  Master  of  Arts  in 
Anthropology  degree  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina- 
Chapel  Hill. 

After  he  received  his  D.Min.  from  Southeastern  in  1973,  the 
Braswells  headed  hack  to  Iran  for  h  is  second  stint  as  a  SBL 
missionary.  But,  in  January  of  1974,  he  received  a  call  from 
Southeastern  Academic  Dean  Ray  Brown,  asking  Braswell  if  he 
would  like  to  come  hack  to  Wake  Forest  to  join  the  faculty. 

The  re  st,  th  ey  say,  is  Baptist  history.  The  Braswells  returned 
to  Wake  Forest  for  a  third  and  final  time  that  summer  to  join 
the  Southeastern  faculty  and  stayed  on  staff  for  the  next  three 
decades. 

"We  certainly  didn't  apply  (for  a  joh)  and  didn't  know  what 


was  going  on  here  prior  to  this  time 
wi  th  the  position,"  Braswell  said. 
"Th  ey  named  me  associate  professor 
of  church  history  and  missions.  The 
school  had  lost  a  numher  of  church 
historians  and  I  was  told  as  soon  as 
th  ey  hire  some  historians,  then  I 
could  teach  missions  and  world 
religions.  After  I  was  here  for  two 
years,  my  title  was  changed  to 
missions  and  world  religions." 

A  GIFT  FOR  REACHING  AND 
TEACHING 

Braswell  uniquely  understood  and 
soug  ht  to  employ  the  h  est  strategies 
to  reach  Islamic  peoples  with  the 
Gospel.  A  leading  expert  on  Islam,  he 
once  served  on  the  faculty  of  Islamic 
1  heology  at  the  University  of  Tehran, 
Iran,  as  professor  of  English  and 
comparative  religions  while  also 
serving  as  a  missionary  to  Iran. 

But  the  numerous  accolades  he 
has  received  and  the  thousands  of 
lives  he's  touched  all  stem  from  his 
country  pastor's  heart. 

"  For  more  than  30  years,  Dr. 
Braswell  has  challenged  students  to  think  biblically  and 
theologically,  carefully  and  respectfully  concerning  those  who 
follow  other  world  religions,"  said  Southeastern  President  Daniel 
Akin,  who  taught  alongside  Braswell  from  1992  to  1996.  "He 
always  brings  a  pastor's  heart  and  a  pastoral  perspective  to  the 
classroom,  as  well  as  his  writings." 

Braswell  has  served  or  studied  under  every  boutheastern 
president.  Sydnor  Stealey,  who  used  to  visit  Braswell's  home 
church  in  Virginia,  was  the  seminary  president  when  the  school 
shared  space  with  Wake  Forest  College  and  met  in  Appleby  chapel. 

He  was  hired  by  Olin  Binkley,  the  school's  second  president, 
while  Braswell  was  in  Iran  and  met  him  when  he  was  on  furlough. 
Din  kley  all  owed  Braswell  to  teach  a  course  in  missions  while  he 
was  a  student  in  order  to  help  Braswell  pay  his  bills  and  feed  his 
family  of  four. 

"  He  was  a  gracious  person,"  Braswell  said.  "He  knew  I  needed 
money  as  I  finished  my  degree  and  helped  me  out.  He  was  a  quiet 
man  at  times  and  very  much  academic.  He  wanted  to  combine 
academics  with  the  practice  of  ministry.  " 

D raswe  ll's  first  d  ay  as  a  faculty  member  —  Aug.  1,  1974  —  was 
also  the  first  day  that  Randall  Lolley  started  as  Southeastern 
president.  Braswell  sai  d  Loll  ey  was  a  pastor  at  heart.  Lolley  came 
to  Southeastern  from  First  Baptist  Ch  urch  in  Winston-Salem, 
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the  only  Southeastern  president  to  assume  the  title  d  irectly  from 
the  pastorate. 

"His  whole  style  was  local  church  ministry,"  Braswell  said.  "He 
was  a  good  pastoral  person,  very  articulate.  He  always  felt 
com  fortahle  in  any  situation.  He  used  to  go  down  to  Hardee's  to 
drinh  coffee  wi  th  the  townspeople. 

After  Lolley's  departure,  Braswell  taught  under  Lewis 
Drummond.  As  conservatives  assumed  a  leadership  role  at 
Southeastern  and  in  the  SBC,  enrollment  temporarily  dropped, 
money  hecame  tight,  and  several  faculty  who  adhered  to  more 
liheral  theology  departed. 

"There  was  a  lot  of  tension  on 
campus,"  Braswell  said.  "The 
trustees  were  in  tension  wi  th  the 
faculty.  The  students  were  in 
tension  wi  th  the  f  aeu  lty.  The 
administration  was  in  tension  with 
the  faculty.  The  puhlic  relations 
were  not  good.  It  was  hard  to  f  ina 
anything  positive  going  on.  A  few 
of  us  stayed.  I  don't  know  who 
could've  heen  president  and  pulled 
it  o  ff  and  kept  things  stahle  in 
those  situations." 

Patterson  was  elected  president 
of  Southeastern  in  1992  when 
Drummond  retire  d  d      to  health 


"He  always  brings  a 
pastor's  heart  and  a 
pastoral  perspective 
to  the  classroom,  as 
well  as  his  writings." 


?rson  won 


Id  get 


concerns. 

Some  who  wondered  how  Braswell  and  Pattersc 
along  mi  ghthe  surprised  to  learn  that  they  got  along  very  well, 
hoth  as  colleagues  and  as  tennis  partners.   The  theological 
difference  hetween  the  two  men  was  not  so  great  as  some  thought, 
and  a  common  desire  to  reach  the  wor  Id  for  Ch  rist  overcame  any 
differences. 

"George  Braswell  is  a  wonderful  missiologist,  a  highly 
competent  Isalmicist,  and  an  aggressive  tennis  athlete,"  Patter  son 
said.  "I  am  especially  grateful  to  him  for  risking  the  ire  of  a  good 
many  friends  of  former  years  hy  continuing  to  teach  under  the  new 
administration.  May  God  hless  h  im  in  his  retirement  years. 

Braswell  noted  that  he  and  Patterson  had  a  "run-in"  from  time 
to  time. 

"But  Paige  supported  me,"  Braswell  said.  "He  always  supported 
me  as  a  person,  as  a  faculty  member.  He  supported  me  to  d  o 
research  and  writing.  He  allowed  me  to  continue  to  do  church 
planting. " 

Braswell  led  Southeastern  to  make  the  Doctor  of  Ministry 
degree  available  to  qualified  pastors  in  the  Philippines.  He  noted 
Patterson's  enthusiastic  support  and  personal  involvement, 
traveling  to  the  Philippines  to  deliver  the  commencement  add  ress. 

"We  pulled  it  off  in  three  years,"  he  said.  "We  hroug  ht  th  em  to 
campus  during  a  summer  to  meet  accreditation  standards  (the 
school  put  them  up  in  seminary  housing  in  downtown  Wake 
Forest)  and  held  a  graduation  in  Manila." 

Early  on  in  his  career,  Braswell  recognized  the  nee  d  for 
Southern  Baptists  to  he  involved  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
hurgeoning  numher  of  Muslims  who  make  up  the  world's 
population.  His  assignments  with  the  International  Mission  Board 


included  the  Middle  East,  Central  America,  Europe,  North  Africa, 
Central  A  si  a  an  d  Southeast  A  sia. 

Through  the  years,  Braswell  has  hecome  one  of  nation's 
foremost  experts  in  Islam.  He  has  led  many  trips  to  the  Middle 
East  and  Southeast  Asia.  His  "country  pastor"  style  put  people  at 
ease. 

L.  Russ  Bush,  Southeastern's  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  has  seen 
firsthand  the  gift  B  raswell  has  for  engaging  peoples  of  other 
cultures  in  order  to  present  the  G  ospel . 

"I  have  walked  with  George  through  a  Buddhist  temple  school 
yard  in  Ch  iang  Mai,  Thailand,"  Bush  said,  "and  heard  him  chat- 
up  the  young  hoys  there  with 
stories  ahout  Michael  Jordan  and 
American  basketball,  only  to  leave 
them  with  a  clear  testimony  to  one 
greater  than  Michael  Jordan  or 
Buddha.  He  sees  a  temple  or  a 
mosque  and  before  you  can  blink, 
he  has  walked  in,  met  the  leader, 
introduced  himself  as  a  professor 
of  world  religion  studies  in  a 
Ch  ristian  seminary  and  asked  and 
received  permission  to  hring  a 
group  of  Southeastern  students  to 
visit,  listen  and  ask  questions  in 
the  context  of  a  Christian  witness 
in  the  very  environs  of  the  mosque 
or  temple.  1  his  happened  around 

the  world.  " 

While  in  Iran,  Braswell  drank  tea  with  ayatollahs  and  shared 
his  faith. 

Braswell  has  authored  numerous  hooks  and  journal  articles  on 
the  suhject  he  loves  so  dearly,  Christian  ministry  to  Muslims  and 
oth  er  world  religions.  Among  th  em  are  What  You  Need  to  Know 
about  Islam  and  Muslims,  published  in  2000  hy  Broadman  & 
Holman,  and  Islam:  Its  Prophet,  Peoples,  Politics  and  Power,  a 
1996  Broadman  &  Holman  publication.  This  fall  he  will  h  ave 
another  book  out  which  seeks  to  answer  questions  about  Muslims 
and  Islam. 

Braswell  said  while  he  has  "retired    from  seminary  teaching, 
that  d  oesn't  mean  he's  going  to  slow  down.  He  will  continue  to 
speak  about  Islam  and  try  to  keep  American  Christians  aware 
that  countries  like  Saudi  Arabia  are  spending  millions  of  doll  ars 
to  spread  Islam  th  roughout  the  world,  including  the  United 
States. 

"The  A  merican  pu  blic  b  etter  start  opening  their  eyes  to 
Islam,"  Braswell  said.  "Once  the  Soviet  Union  dissipated,  now 
Islam  is  the  big  challenge.  Saudi  Arabia  and  Iran  are  spending 
f  dollars  for  Muslim  missions  and  building  mosques. 
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They're  training  people  in  Richmo 
about  New  York?  Boston? 

"I  still  have  things  inside  me  I  need  to  get  out.  I  think  they're 
worth  trying.  Hey,  it's  good  for  the  soul. 
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len  exotic  animal  trainer  Dan 
Breeding  packed  up  his  family  and  his 
husiness  to  move  800  miles  from 
Naples,  Fla.,  to  Raleigh,  N.C.,  less  than  a  year 
and  a  half  ago,  he  thought  God  was  sending  him 
there  simply  to  market  his  ministry,  "Creatures  of 


.reation,    on  a  national  scale. 
Little  did  he  know  that  God  had  other  plans  for 
him  in  North  Carolina,  plans  that  included 
Breeding  enrolling  as  a  student  at  Southeastern,  a 
school  as  passionate  ahout  spreading  the  glory  of 
God  in  Christ  as  he  is. 


\EV  5  W  ij  5  lis  fti 


Now,  the  exotic  animal  trainer  and  zealous  evangelist  is 
combining  Lis  growing  biblical  knowledge  witb  tbe  desire  God  kas 
already  placed  in  bis  beart  to  sbare  Cbrist  tbrougb  His  creation,  witb 
tbe  result  tbat  God  bas  blessed  bis  ministry  more  tban  ever.  When 
Breeding  reflects  back  on  bis  journey,  be  marvels  at  God's  goodness 
towar  d  bi  m  and  His  provision  every  step  of  tbe  way. 

THE  JOURNEY 

Breeding  describes  tbe  process  by  wbicb  be  sougbt  God's  will 
about  moving  to  Nortb  Carolina. 

"  We  knew  God  bad  a  plan  for  us,"  said  Breeding,  34,  wbo  along 
witb  bis  wife,  Debbie,  owns  and  operates  Wild  Animal  Encounters, 
Inc.,  a  non-profit  animal  sanctuary  offering  entertaining  educational 
programs  to  tbe  public,  of  wbicb  "Creatures  of  Creation"  is  a  part. 
"We  were  in  an  extreme  stalemate  in  our  business  down  tbere.  So  we 
started  really  seeking  His  will  for  tbe  future  of  'Creatures  of 
Creation.'  Tbrougb  a  lot  of  prayer  and  fasting  and  seeking  His  will, 
we  felt  tbat  He  was  leading  us  to  Nortb  Carolina,  not  even  knowing 
tbat  Southeastern  was  going  to  be  any  part  o  f  tbe  wbole  plan-I 
mean,  not  even  one  moment  of  tbougbt  about  tbat." 

if  Breeding  didn't  bave  returning  to  scbool  on  bis  mind,  no  one 
could  blame  bim.  After  all,  be  bad  already  been  to  college,  obtaining 
two  bigbly  specialized  degrees  in  Wildlife  Ed  ucation  and  Animal 

Training  from 
Moorpark  College  in 
Calif  orma,  the  only 
accredited  college  in 
tbe  world  offering 
degrees  in  exotic 
animal  training. 

Breeding's  time 
at  Moorpark  did 
not  come  witbout  a 
price.  In  addition 
to  a  rigorous 
required  course  load 
of  23  credit  hours 
per  semester, 
stud  ents  at 
Moorpark  must 
spen  d  70  b  ours  a 
week  at  tbe  zoo,  all 
unpaid,  in  order  to 
receive  bands-on 
experience  wi  tb  tbe 
animals.  Witb  no 
free  time  to  work 
a  n  d  little  m  o  n  ey, 
Breeding  found 
himself  living  out 
of  bis  car  during 
part  of  one 
semester.  It  was 
then  tbat  be  was 
able  to  witness 


During  his  appearances,  Breeding  has  shared 
the  Gospel  with  numerous  celebrities. 


His  animal  expertise  has  landed  Breeding 
on  Good  Morning  America,  The  Late  Show 
with  David  Letterman,  and  the  Tonight 
Show,  among  others. 


God's  faithfulness  in  his  life  and  His  provision  firsthand 

"I  went  through  quite  a  bit  of  struggles,"  Breeding  recalls.  "I  took 
a  fitness  class  during  that  time  so  that  I  would  bave  a  shower  every 
day  except  for  Sunday.  I  lived  off  Ramen  noodles  and  peanut  butter 
and  jelly.  I  slept  in  my  car  on  this  beautiful  foothill  overlooking  the 
ocean  with  this  enormous  concrete  cross.  I  have  probably  never  had 
three  years  of  my 
life  tbat  were  as 
difficult  as  those, 
but  God  bad  His 
hand  on  me.  I 
suffered  a  lot,  hut 
He  saw  me  through 
it.  It  really  builds 
character,  and  it 
build  s  your 
testimony. 

"God  was 
grooming  me  for 
what  I'm  doing 
now,"  Breeding  said.  As  a  result  of  tbe  training  be  received, 
Breeding  is  now  regarded  by  many  as  one  of  tbe  top  chimp  trainers 
in  the  world  and  is  able  to  have  entrance  into  some  of  the  most 
infl  uential  places  in  the  world,  like  Hollywood. 

In  tbe  past  year  alone,  Breeding  has  appeared  on  programs  like 
"The  Tonight  Show  witb  Jay  Leno"  (three  times),  "The  Late  Show 
w  1  th  David  Letterman"  (twice),  "Live  with  Regis  and  Kelly,"  "Good 
Morning  America"  (three  times),  "The  Maury  Povich  Show,"  Fox 
News'  "Hannity  and  Colmes"  (four  times)  and  several  appearances 
with  Mutual  of  Omaha's  "Wild  Kingdom."  His  animals  have  also 
appeared  in  numerous  films  and  television  commercials,  putting 
Breeding  near  tbe  top  o  f  a  "Who's  Who"  list  of  names  in  the  animal 
training  industry. 

"(God)  has  put  me  in  some  pretty  serious  places,"  Breeding 
concedes.  "And  why  did  He  do  that?  Not  because  He  wants  me  to  be 
away  from  my  family  and  film  movies,  I  guarantee  you  that.  He 
blessed  me  witb  that  experience  to  have  the  right  to  be  heard.  " 

CREATED,  NOT  EVOLVED 

The  message  that  Breeding  invariably  brings  is  tbe  life-ch  angmg 
truth  of  the  Gosped.  At  each  place  he  goes,  he  tries  to  capitalize  on 
opportunities  to  snare  Ch  rist,  sometimes  giving  a  Gospel 
presentation  to  his  hosts  when  they  will  permit  him  and  sometimes 
leaving  them  with  a  personalized  Bible  or  a  Gospel  tract.  For  many 
wbo  listen  to  Breeding,  the  message  of  the  Gospel  is  lost  upon  ears 
tbat  have  been  inundated  witb  an  evolutionary  worldview  through  a 
secular  academic  system  that  makes  no  room  for  the  existence  of 
God.  That  is  why  Breeding  has  become  something  of  a  creation 
apologist,  drawing  on  both  his  knowledge  of  science  and  his  hands- 
on  work  with  animals  to  demonstrate  the  complexity  and  intricacy 
that  proclaim  the  greatness  of  a  Creator. 

"Did  you  know  that  a  great  horned  owl  only  needs  one  birthday 
candle  in  (Southeastern's)  Appleby  auditorium  to  be  able  to  find  a 
dozen  mice  running  around?"  Breeding  asks,  excitement  rising  in  his 
voice.  "One  birthday  candle  worth  of  light  to  find  all  of  those.  We 
couldn't  even  step  over  the  pews  with  one  birthday  candle. 


tVtrt»nne 


"My  wife  and  I  are  a  very,  very  small  minority  in  the  animal 
industry.  Everyone  around  us  is  either  a  staunch  atheist  or  agnostic, 
and  they  are  just  so  pro-evolution-oriented.  You  can  imagine  how 
many  sciences  I  had  to  have  during  school  when  I  was  getting  my 
degrees.  I  was  just  inundated  with  all  this  through  college,  and  then 
when  I  started  my  joh  as  a  chimp  trainer  in  the  movie  and  television 
industry,  I  was  just  constantly  bombarded  with  this,  bombarded, 
bombarded.  So  I  saw  the  need  for  this  kind  of  ministry  because  of 
the  people  around  me  and  their  perception  of  animals. 

However,  as  one  who  has  a  personal  relationship  wi  th  the  Creator 
of  the  entire  universe,  Breeding  sees  the  fallacy  of  evolution  for  what 
it  is. 

"You  know  what  fits?"  Breeding  says,  Bible  in  hand.  "Right  here, 
this  is  all  that  fits.  This  booh  right  here  is  what  fits.  They  have  to 
change  their  boohs  every  year.  They 
have  to  make  adjustments  .  .  .  We  don't 
have  to  ever  do  that  with  this  (book). 
We  don't  have  to  change  this,  and  if 
we  do  change  this,  we're  in  trouble." 

BACK  TO  SCHOOL 

Once  the  B  reeding  family  had 
moved  to  Raleigh,  the  first  order  of 
business  was  finding  a  church  home. 
They  soon  settled  on  Faith  Baptist 
in  ^ibungsville,  and  Breeding  was 
surprised  to  find  there  someone  who 
shared  not  only  his  passion  for 
evangelism  but  also  for  exotic 


animals. 


"I  started  meeting  people," 
Breeding  recalled,  "and  they  said, 
'What  do  you  do?'  Wben  I  told 
them,  they  said,  'No  way!  We  have  a 
member  here,  (Associate  Dean  of 

Proclamation  btudies)  vin  Reid,  who  loves  reptiles.  He's  got  a 
bunch  of  reptiles,  and  he  is  a  professor  here  at  Southeastern 


Spreading  the  gospel  is  at  the 


To  book  Dan  Breeding  and  a  "Creatures  of 
Creation"  show,  call 
1-800-604-0984 
or  visit 

www.creaturesofcreation.com 


Seminary.'  I  already  kind  of  knew  about  the  seminary  only  because  I 
hadd  riven  by  it,  going  through  W^ke  Forest  and  trying  to  learn  the 
area.  But  never,  even  a  smidge,  did  I  think  I'd  be  there  someday 
because  I  didn't  know  that  it  was  a  conservative  seminary.  There  are 
so  many  seminaries  out  there  that  believe  in  all  that  compromising 
of  the  Word. 

"  So  finally,  when  I  heard  about  Dr.  Reid,  I  called  him,  he  came 
out  and  we  hit  it  off  right  away  with  his  heart  for  evangelizing  youth. 
It  was  an  instant  match.  We  really  melded  together  quite  well.  He's 
really  on  fire,  and  he  saw  that  T  m  on  fire.  When  he  saw  my 


collection  and  what  I'm  going  to  do  and  bow  God's  using  me,  we  hit 
it  off  right  away. 

Breeding's  new  friendship  with  Reid  was  just  one  means  that  God 
was  using  to  draw  him  to  study  at  Southeastern.  Even  prior  to 
Reid's  visit,  Breeding  said  that  he  began  to  be  aware  of  a  desire  God 
was  placing  in  his  beart  to  enrich  his  knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God 
by  enrolling  at  Southeastern.  After  be  shared  this  desire  with  bis 
accountability  partners  at  Faith  Baptist,  the  group  prayed  for  him, 
and  Breeding  called  Reid  for  advice.  Reid  enthusias  tically  encouraged 
him  to  follow  God's  leading,  and  just  days  later,  the  animal  trainer 
bad  become  a  student  again,  this  time  at  Southeastern  College  at 
Wake  Kirest. 

"I  signed  up  amongst  all  this  organized  chaos  and  this  logistical 
nightmare  of  a  move,"  he  said,  "and  I  was  blessed  to  have  (senior 

professor  of  Christian  theology)  Dr. 
(Logan)  Carson  for  Old  Testament 
Survey.  What  an  inspiration  that 
man  is!  Dr.  Reid  encouraged  me  to 
do  that,  and  I  have  reaped  the 
benefits  already  in  my  hibl  i  c  a  I 
knowledge  and  in  my  walk.  God  is 
just  really  blessing  me  for  my 
obedience.  Southeastern  gives  so 
many  connections,  so  many 
opportunities.  I  love  it  here.  I  hey 
have  a  great  staff,  and  everybody  is 
really  receptive  of  the  whole  extreme 
evangelism  concept  wi  th  tl  1  e 
animals." 

Reid  agrees  that  Breeding  is  on 
to  something  with  the  idea  of 
extreme  evangelism.  Together,  the 

heart  of  Breeding's  ministry.    two  nave  partnered  to  lead  various 

evangelistic  events  featuring  Breeding's 
reptiles  as  a  means  to  share  the  Gospel. 

"My  basic  philosophy  about  sharing  the  Gospel,"  Reid  said,  "is  if 
you  have  anything  value-neutral,  like  sports,  drama,  or  especially 
animals,  you  should  use  it  to  share  the  Gospel.  Dan  understands 
that  whatever  gifts  and  abilities  you  have,  it's  for  a  greater  purpose. 
Whatever  gifts  we  have,  we  ought  to  be  using  them  to  influence 
people  for  the  Gospel." 

1  n  addi  tion  to  the  way  God  has  blessed  him  with  a  setting  in 
which  he  can  learn  His  Word,  Breeding  has  been  amaze  d  at  the  wav 
in  which  God  has  provide  d  f  inancially  for  his  family  during  their 
difficult  move  and  transition  to  North  Carolina. 

"I  have  seen  God  provide  in  every  way  imaginable,"  Breeding  said. 
"I'm  still  just  barely  holding  everything  together,  but  if  God  wants  to 
bless  me  financially  eventually,  He  will.  Who  says  success  is 
measured  by  your  bank  account?  Right  now  if  I'm  reaching  people 
for  Christ,  that's  the  biggest  finances  anybody  could  ever  gain." 

Evaluated  by  that  criterion,  Breeding  is  indeed  a  rich  man,  and 
his  time  at  Southeastern  will  make  him  richer  still.  He  plans  on 
continuing  in  his  studies  and  continuing  in  faithfulness  the 
assignment  God  has  given  him:  making  Him  known  through  the 
creatures  of  His  creation  and  inviting  others  to  know  Him  as  well. 


One  church's  strategy  to  fulfill  Acts  1:8  through  recreational  ministry 


Reaching  their  'Jerusalem' 

with  a  baseball 


by      Kyle  Smith 


Southeastern  Seminary  student  Tim  Irwin  will  never  forget  trie 
night  God  called  him  into  recreational  ministry  ei  dht  years  ago. 

A  deacon  at  Englewood  Baptist  Church  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.C., 
and  a  successful  manager  of  Wal-Mart  stores  at  the  time,  Irwin  was 
attending  a  conference  on  sports  ministry  designed  to  teach  church 
leaders  how  to  implement  recreational  outreach  programs  into  their 
local  church.  That  night,  as  Irwin  came  to  discover,  God  not  only 
dire  cted  Englewoo  d  to  the  s  ports  outreach  program  He  wanted  them 
to  hegin  —  He  led  Tim  Irwin  to  oversee  it. 

Prior  to  that  time,  Irwin  said,  God  had  already  heen  preparing  his 
heart  for  the  transition  he  was  ahout  to  make  —  from  successful 
corporate  businessman  to  vocational  minister  of  the  G  ospei. 

"I  was  already  not  feeling  a  peace,"  Irwin  said  of  his  former  joh,  in 
which  he  would  often  work  75  to  85  hours  a  week.  "As  much  success 
as  I  had  experienced  in  corporate  America,  there  was  just  never  a 
peace.  I  felt  a  call  as  a  young  man  (into  the  ministry)  and  ran  from 
it  when  I  was  15,  16,  17  years  old.  The  Lord  gave  me  a  second 
chance,  and  I'll  never  forget  it.  My  wife  won't  either  hecause  I  came 
home  late,  late  that  Saturday  night  from  this  conference  and  said, 
'God  has  just  laid  on  my  heart  to  do  recreational  ministries.'  We 
literally  stayed  up  almost  all  night  talking  ahout  it." 

Believing  that  recreational  ministry  was  indeed  God's  call  for  his 
life,  Irwin  surrendered  to  the  Gospel  ministry  and  within  two  years, 
Englewood  had  hired  him  as  its  associate  pastor  off  a  m  1 1  v 
development  to  head  up  its  hi  ossoming  sports  outreach  ministry, 
which  it  named  "Looking  Up  Sports." 

This  type  of  ministry,  as  Irwin  explains,  has  as  its  principal  goal 
to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  with  the  lost  children  and 
families  in  the  surrounding  community  and  see  them  haptized  and 
incorporated  into  the  local  churc  h.  Rocky  M  ount,  Englewood  s 
"Jerusalem"  of  Acts  1:8,  has  a 
population  of  ahout 

50,000 


people,  and  the  church  has  a  passion  to  reach  them.  The  hest  way  to 
do  that  —  its  memhers  have  discovered  —  may  just  he  with  a 
basketball,  baseball  or  soccer  ball. 

"We  are  so  intentional,"  Irwin  said  of  the  ministry.  "It's  really 
serious  when  we're  talking  about  reaching  these  children  and  these 
families.  We're  seeing  whole  families  come  to  know  the  Lord.  We've 
baptized  whole  families.  Whole  families  have  come  and  joined  the 
church.  I  don't  know  if  it  gets  much  more  serious  than  that." 

Some  might  question  wh  ether  a  sports  outreach  program  is 
necessary  to  reach  the  lost  in  a  church-plentiful  Southern 
community  like  Rocky  Mount.  Irwin  is  convinced  that  it  is. 

"(Recreational  ministry)  is  the  best  way  to  reach  them,"  he  says, 
excitement  in  his  voice.  "I  don't  know  of  anything  else  at  this  time 
that  breaks  down  the  walls  —  the  socioeconomic,  racial  and  cultural 
walls  —  better  than  sports.  We've  learned  that's  the  key  to  these 
homes,  these  unchurched  and  second-generation  unchurch  edh  omes. 
That's  just  the  best  way.  They're  not  going  to  come  throu  gh  the 
Easter  program  or  the  Chr  istmas  program,  but  if  you  get  a  chance  to 
love  on  their  children,  who  doesn't  like  somebody  or  respond  to 
somebody  that  loves  on  their  children?" 

Southeastern  associate  professor  of  evangelism  and  missions  Josef 
Sole  agrees.  Together  with  Irwin,  Sole  led  a  sports  evangelism 
mission  trip  to  the  Czech  Republic  last  summer  that  saw  17  young 
people  receive  Christ. 

"I  bel  leve  that  sports  evangelism  is  one  of  the  best  strategies  for 
reaching  secular  people,"  Sole  said,  "because  we  join  them  in  doing 
something  they  like  to  do.  When  we  gam  their  f  riendship,  they  are 
more  open  to  our  proclamation  of  the  Gospel." 

Englewood  Baptist  Church  is  saying  the  same  thing.  Sports 
evangelism  seems  to  be  one  of  the  best  ways  to  take  the  G  ospel  to 
the  lost  people  of  this  generation  —  no  matter  where  they  live. 

THEIR  JERUSALEM 

Looking  Lip  Sports  got  its  start  in  1999,  two  years  after 
Englewood  completed  the  construction  of  its  family  life  center. 
Tod  ay,  it  has  grown  to  surpass  many  people's  expectations. 
Ad  ministrated  entirely  by  the  church,  the  ministry  has  become  the 
argest  sports  league  in  town.  In  addition  to  offering  basketball 
and  soccer,  its  two  pioneer  sports,  Looking  Up  has  added  girls' 
fast-pitch  softball,  year-round  baseball  and  tee-ball 
leagues  and  flag-football,  all  of  which  take  place  on  the 
church's  30-acre  campus.  Although  the  ministry 
primarily  targets  children  ages  five  through  high 
school,  this  year  it  began  an  adult  basketball  league  to 
reach  out  to  the  community's  lost  adults.  Whatever 
Looking  Up  Sports  may  be  doing,  one  can  be  assured 
that  purposeful  evangelism  is  at  the  heart  of  it. 

"It's  a  big  net.  It's  one  of  the  bigg  est  nets  we  throw, 
Irwin  said  of  the  ministry  that  last  year  saw  800  kids 
involved  in  basketball,  500  in  soccer  and  400  in  baseball.  "I 
can't  think  of  a  larger  net." 
Looking  Up  Sports  is  more  than 


ei  ii  y  el  i  s  m 


just  a  church-sponsored  alternative  to  the  city  leagues  in  Rocky 
Mount.  It  avows  unreservedly  to  he  a  ministry  and  as  such  its 
coaches  and  leaders  are  very  deliberate  in  their  focus  on  teaching 
God's  Word.  For  example,  each  team  practice,  aimed  at  reaching  the 
children,  includes  a  devotion  written  by  Irwin  and  a  time  or 
Scripture  memory.  Game  time  specifically  targets  parents  and  family 
memhers  and  usually  includes  a  testimony  from  one  of  the  coaches, 
a  truth  from  Scripture  and  a  closing  prayer.  Irwin  says  that  an 
influence  like  that  can  have  an  amazing  effect  on  families  that  do 
not  hear  God's  Word  anywhere  else.  He  has  witnessed  hroken  homes 
and  marriages  healed  and  lost  people  hy  the  hundreds  come  to  faith 


in  Christ  through  the  intentional  efforts  of  Looking  Up  volunteers. 

Another  henefit  of  Looking  Up  Sports  is  that  it  works  hand-in- 
hand  with  the  church's  F.A.I.T.H.  evangelism  ministry.  Irwin  cites 
statistics  from  last  year's  hasehall  league  applications  to  show  its 
effectiveness  in  estahl  ishing  contacts. 

1  lie  re  were  70  to  80  families  that  d  ldn  't  list  any  church  (on  then 
application),"  Irwin  said.  "So  man,  they  go  right  into  our  F.A.I.T.H. 
evangelism  program.  We're  visiting  them  from  Day  One.  And  we're 
visiting  them  again  and  again.  Over  the  course  of  a  year  doing  these 
sports,  we  ve  had  just  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  good  quality  visits. 


What 


more  can  you  ask  tor: 


continued  on  page  1 8 


Don't  tell  Al  vin  Reid  that  a  seminary  professor  can  t  play  in  a 
hand  with  musicians  half  h  is  age. 

After  all,  Reid,  45,  who  is  associate  dean  or  proclamation 
studies  at  Southeastern,  doesn't  huy  into  the  stereotype  of  what 
someone  with  a  Ph.D.  should  look  like.  As  hass  guitar  player  for 
the  contemporary  Chri  stian  praise  and  worship  hand  "One  Way 
Up,"  Reid  shatters  the  conception  that  some  may  have  of  an 
evangelism  professor,  hut  his  involvement  in  the  hand  has  a 
strategic  purpose  to  share  the  Gospel  and  equip  young  people  to  do 
so  as  well. 

"I  don't  live  my  li  fe  to  f  it  a  stereotype  of,  Th  is  is  w  hat  a 
professor  is  supposed  to  he,'"  Reid  said.  "If  we  could  just  he 
content  to  he  who  we  are  in  Christ,  we'd  prohahly  he  all  right." 

"One  Way  Up"  is  made  up  of  hand  memhers  Reid,  his  son,  Josh 
Reid,  16,  (drums)  Chad  Lister,  16,  (lead  vocals,  electric  guitar)  and 
Southeastern  Seminary  student  Brandon  Nichols  (acoustic  guitar 
and  vocals).  They  are  also  assisted  hy  Southeastern  College  at  Wake 
Forest  student  Jeff  Capps,  who  fills  in  for  Nichols  on  occasion. 

The  hand  is  a  family  affair  for  the  Reids  as  12-year-o  Id  H  annah 
serves  as  hand  manager,  selling  t-shirts  and  hooks,  and  Reid's  wife, 
Michelle,  oft  en  accompanies  them  as  "hand  mom." 

The  h  and  got  its  start  in  the  fall  of  2003,  playing  youth 
Disciple-Now  events,  youth  rallies  and  a  numher  of  coffeehouse 
events  at  which  Reid,  a  well-known  authority  in  youth  ministry, 
preaches.  According  to  him,  the  church  has  misclassified  its  youth 
for  far  too  long. 

'Most  churches  treat  teens  like  fourth  graders,"  Reid  said.  "I 
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think  teens  can  share  their  faith.  I  think  young  people  are  young 
adults,  not  kids.  Teens  don't  hate  preaching.  Tl  ley  hate  horing 
preaching.  " 

Reid  cites  the  fact  that  half  of  his  hand  is  made  up  of  teenagers 
who  are  passionate  ahout  sharing  the  Gospel  as  proo  f  that  a 
heliever  does  not  have  to  reach  adulthood  hefore  taking  his  walk 
with  Christ  seriously.  Because  of  this,  he  said,  the  han  d  h  as  heen 
ahle  to  have  a  positive  influence  on  other  teenagers  as  it 
demonstrates  the  universality  of  commitment  to  Christ  for  a  group 
of  helievers,  regardless  of  age. 

"I  was  tired  of  working  with  hands  that  just  were  entertainers," 
Reid  said.  "I  decided  I  needed  my  own  hand  to  travel  with  as  a 
team,  and  the  Lord  has  just  done  this." 

Reid  also  notes  how  God's  hand  seems  to  he  upon  the  hand, 
citing  as  an  example  the  60  people  who  prayed  to  receive  Christ  at 
the  three  events  it  played  in  January  and  Fehruary  of  this  year. 

In  add  ition  to  its  desire  to  he  faithful  in  evangelizing  students 
and  equipping  them  to  evangelize,  Reid  says  that  the  hand  aspires 
to  he  musically  excellent  as  well. 

"This  hand  is  very  good,"  said  Reid,  who  insists  that  he's  not 
saying  that  simply  hecause  two  memhers  of  the  Reid  family  play  in 
it.  "I'd  put  this  hand  on  stage  with  anybody,  anywhere." 

Reid  sai  d  tl  lat  his  hope  for  "One  Way  Up,    as  it  continues  to 
minister  is  that  it  will  show  young  people  two  things:  "When  you  re 
16,  you  can  lead  in  worship,  and  when  you  re  45,  you  can  still  he 
passionately  in  love  with  Jesus." 

So  far,  that  seems  to  he  exactly  what  it  has  done. 
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continued  from  page  1 


As  a  result  of  tile  enure  lis  faithful  ness  to  hihlieal  evangelism  and 
God  s  continued  hlessing,  Englewood  has  grown  from  a  few  hundred 
people  10  years  ago  to  2,300  members  now.  However,  Irwin  will  he 
the  first  to  humhly  admit  that  the  growth  that  it  has  experienced 
cannot  he  solely  attributed  to 
Looting  Up  Sports. 

"I  would  never  sit  here  and  say 
that  Looking  Lip  Sports  is  the 
reason  Englewood  has  grown,  Irwin 
said.  "It's  one  of  the  many,  many 
reasons.  We're  a  very  evangelistic 
church,  not  |ust  through  the 
Looking  Up  Sports  ministry,  hut 
everything  we  do  is  very 
evangelistic. 

There  is  a  requisite  need,  he 
added,  if  a  ministry  of  this  hind  is 
ever  to  succeed,  for  all  of  the 
churchs  members  to  believe  in  and 
support  it,  not  just  with  their  money, 
hut  also  with  their  time  and  energies. 

You  ve  got  to  make  a  corporate 
commitment,    Irwin  said.  "You  ve 
got  to  get  your  people  on  board.  " 

Fittingly,  the  church's 
commitment  to  evangelism  through 
Looking  Up  Sports  has  resu  lted  i  u 
an  amazing  harvest,  if  God 
continues  to  bless  at  tl  i  e  rate  He  has 
in  the  past,  this  year  Looking  Up 
Sports  will  see  its  1  ,000th 
profession  of  faith  in  its  eight-year 
history. 

Rocky  Mount  is  being  reached, 
one  little  leaguer  at  a  time. 


MINISTRY  MEANS  TRAINING 

When  God  called  Irwin  to  lead  Englewood's  young  recreational 
ministry,  Irwin  immediately  knew  what  that  meant  for  him  —  he 
would  have  to  have  theological  training.  Fortunately  for  Irwin, 
Southeastern  Seminary,  an  institution  commi  tted  to  training  men 
like  him  to  exposit  God's  Word,  stood  only  45  minutes  away  in  Wake 
Forest,  a  fact  for  which  Irwin  was  grateful,  even  if  it  did  mean  he 
would  have  to  spend  more  time  in  a  classroom. 

"When  God  laid  on  my  heart  10  years  ago  to  go  into  the  ministry, 
I  knew  I  needed  to  go  back  to  school,  and  I  didn't  want  to,"  Irwin 
said  candidly.  "I'd  been  to  school.  I've  got  a  degree  from  N.C.  State 
and  a  degree  from  East  Carolina.  I  mean,  I've  been  to  school.  But  I 
knew  that  s  a  part  of  it.  Would  you  go  and  he  a  physician  without 
getting  trained?  I  mean,  is  there  anything  is  life  you  go  and  do 
without  getting  trained?" 

Irwin  said  that  his  time  at  Southeastern  has  stood  apart  from  any 
other  academic  training  he  has  ever  received,  in  part  because  the 
hihlieal  truth  he  learned  has  had  an  immediate  effect  on  his  life  and 
mi  ni  stry. 

"It's  just  such  an  excitement,"  Irwin  said  of  th  e  atmosphere  at 
Southeastern.  "1  mean,  you've  got  these  guys  with  Ph.D.s,  the  best 

f  the  be  st  in  the  wor  Id  at  wh  at  they  do,  and  yet  they  have  such  a 
- 1  11  n  I  of  h  umility.  You  can  just  see  the  Spirit  of  God  in  them.  Oh,  I 
wanted  some  of  tl  iat.  I'm  here  to  tell  you  that  I  needed  it,  the 


education  and  the  training. 

"  Even  now,  every  class,  it  helps  me  obviously  in  writing  devotions. 
It  helps  me  in  reaching  them  and  being  more  strategic  and 
intentional  in  reaching  these  families.  It  gives  credibility  to  the 

ministry,  too,  with  my  leaders.  They 
k  n  ow  that  I  am  totally  committed  to 
the  ministry  because  it's  tough  to 
slip  up  there  a  couple  days  a  week  to 
take  classes.  My  leaders  see  that,  and 
it  |ust  brings  a  little  more  credibility 
each  semester. 

THE  ENDS  OF  THE  EARTH 

While  Irwin  s  immediate  desire  is 
to  continue  raising  up  leaders  to 
serve  in  Looking  Up  Sports' 
ministry  at  Englewood,  his  vision  is 
not  limited  only  to  the  church's 
surrounding  area,  its  Jerusalem. 
Each  year,  Looking  Up  volunteers 
take  several  mission  trips  to  do 
evangelistic  sports  ministry,  such  as 
the  one  they  took  last  December  to 
Havana,  Cuba.  There,  workers  had 
the  opportunity  to  lead  a  man  to 
Christ  by  the  name  of  Antonio 
Castro,  the  son  of  Cuban  president 
Fidel  Castro.  Looking  Up  Sports' 
influence  was  now  reaching  even  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  e  a  c  th. 

One  of  I  rwin  s  visions  for  the 
future  of  Looking  Up  Sports  is  to 
help  other  churches  begin  a 
recreational  ministry  of  their  own. 

Members  of  Englewood  Baptist  Church  volunteer  in  Looking  Up    Not  on^  ls  a  Pro£ram  of  tnis  nature 

Sports,  providing  love  and  encouragement  to  the  Children.       effective  as  a  ministry,  it  can  he  cost- 
effective  as  well,  Irwin  said.  So,  what 
advice  does  he  give  to  churches  thinking  about  implementing  this 
type  of  ministry? 

"My  first  advice  is,    Do  it,     Irwin  said.  "You'd  he  surprised  who 
would  come  and  want  to  be  a  part  of  it.  Get  someone  like  us  to  help. 
We're  here  to  help.  My  leaders  will  go  anywhere,  do  an  ything  -  I 
mean  for  free.  We're  not  doing  this  as  a  business.  We  can  help  you 
from  a  stewardship  issue.  We  can  train  you. 

"I  ni  not  looking  to  do  it  as  a  business.  I  m  looking  to  come 
alongside  brothers  an  d  sisters  that  want  to  use  recreational  ministries 
to  reach  children  in  their  community  and  families.  We've  got 
resources  to  help  them  just  because  of  the  sheer  numbers  the  Lord 
has  sent  us.  We  ve  got  a  pretty  large  church,  and  much  responsibility 
comes  with  the  privileges  that  the  Lord  has  given  us." 

In  the  final  analysis,  recreational  outreach  ministry  just  makes 
sense,  as  a  way  to  reach  the  lost,  Irwin  said.  For  that  reason,  every 
church  should  give  it  serious  consideration. 

"  How  do  we  grow  our  churches?"  Irwin  said.  "How  do  we  reach 
people?  I  can't  think  of  anything  else  that  does  it  on  such  a  broad 
scale.  Why  would  somebody  not  want  to  do  something  like  this? 
Every  church  has  got  a  patch  of  land  or  access  to  land  or  something. 
Why  would  you  not  want  to  try  to  do  something  to  reach  kids^ 
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Southeastern  supporter  takes 
good  news  to  the  world 


Southeastern  Board  of  Visitors  member  Kenny  Goetze  shares  the 
gospel  in  Slovenia. 

Kenny  Goetze  is  the  embodiment  of  what  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  stands  for,  even  though  he  has  never  tahen  a 
class  there. 

He  has  a  strong  set  of  heliefs.  He  walks  the  Christian  wall?,  talks 
the  Ch  ristian  talk,  and  there  is  no  one  who  is  more  comrai  tted  to  the 
Great  Commission  or  to  Southeastern  Seminary. 

Goetze  is  a  member  of  the  seminary's  Board  of  Visitors,  a  special 
group  of  ambassadors  who  invest  their  time,  energy  and  financial 
resources  to  support  the  work  of  the  Lord  at  Southeastern  and  spread 
the  news  of  what  God  is  doing  there. 

As  a  firm  believer  in  the  inerrancy  of  the  Bible  and  one  who  strives 
daily  to  put  it  into  practice,  Goetze  and  his  family  live  by  the  words  set 
forth  by  Jesus  Christ  to  his  disciples  in  Acts  1:8:  "But  you  shall 
receive  power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has  come  upon  you;  and  you  shall 
be  witnesses  to  Me  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea  and  Samaria,  and  to 
the  end  of  the  earth." 

Through  his  work  as  a  successful  real  estate  developer,  his  leadership 
of  a  men's  Bible  study  group  at  Wake  Cross  Roads  Baptist  Church  in 
nearby  Raleigh  or  his  commitment  to  missions  through  his  local 
church,  Goetze  spreads  the  good  news  of  Christ. 

His  pastor,  Bill  Bowyer,  a  former  member  of  the  Southeastern 
Seminary  Board  of  Trustees,  said  that  there  is  no  better  example  of  a 
godly  man  than  Goetze. 

"Kenny  is  very  devoted  to  the  Lord,"  Bowyer  said.  "He  is  a  great 
model  for  the  rest  of  the  congregation  of  a  Christian  par  ent.  He's  the 
real  deal.  He  lives  his  life  like  you  re  supposed  to.  I  hat  s  what  it  s  all 
about.  I  hope  there  are  more  people  like  the  Goetzes." 

Goetze  and  his  wife,  Debra,  are  both  natives  of  the  area  and  have 
been  members  of  Wake  Cross  Roads  for  four  years.  They  have  four 
child  ren:  Kenneth,  Amanda,  Jacob  and  Patrick.  Kenneth  recently 
completed  his  second  year  at  Liberty  University,  while  Amanda  has 
finished  her  first  year  at  Southeastern  College  at  Wake  Forest.  Jacob 
(who  completed  his  freshman  year  of  high  school)  and  Patrick  (who 
finished  the  fifth  grade),  like  their  older  siblings,  have  been  home 
schooled. 

Part  of  their  learning  experience  as  a  family  has  been  the 
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opportunity  to  go  together  on  foreign  mission  trips.  Goetze,  who  went 
on  his  first  overseas  trip  in  1995  to  Dagestan  in  Southern  Russia  near 
the  Caspian  Sea,  has  taken  his  entire  family  for  the  past  two  summers 
as  part  of  Wake  Cross  Roads'  sports  evangelism  trips  to  Maribor, 
Slovenia,  a  region  which  was  once  the  northern  part  of  Yugoslavia. 

"The  value  of  taking  my  whole  family  on  a  mission  trip  is 
incredible,"  Goetze  said.  "It's  my  God-given  role  as  father  to  raise  my 
children  to  love  Him  and  serve  Him  wholeheartly.  It's  unbelievable  to 
be  able  to  spend  a  mission  trip  with  family.  We  encourage  missionaries 
and  sow  spiritual  seeds  and  see  people  come  to  Christ.  They  (family) 
are  impacted  by  the  value  of  that. 

Goetze,  who  played  basketball  at  Guilford  College  near  Greensboro 
in  the  1980s,  has  joined  Southeastern  Seminary  student  Mike  Mallett 
on  the  trips  which  have  taug  ht  the  game  of  baseball  to  a  country  where 
soccer,  tennis,  skiing  and  basketball  are  the  norm.  Goetze  s  boys  have 
been  involved  in  baseball  all  their  lives,  and  it  was  natural  for  them  to 
combine  spreading  the  good  news  of  Christ  with  their  love  for  the 
sport. 

"It  boils  down  to  the  Great  Commission,"  Goetze  said  of  his 
missions  involvement.  "  I  he  fact  that  Christ  has  loved  me  and  I'm 
compelled  by  His  love,  1  want  to  obey  him.  The  G  reat  Lommission 
says  you  go  to  all  the  nations  and  make  disciples  of  men.  I  wa  nt  to  be 
a  part  of  that  any  way  I  can.  Th  at  s  really  the  ro  ot  of  that. 

"To  see  what  God  is  doing  in  Slovenia  has  had  a  big  impact  on  my 
children. 

"It's  one  thing  to  go  on  a  mission  trip  and  have  the  children  say 
they've  done  that.  But  to  go  on  a  continual  basis  doing  Gods  work  is 
very  important  to  me. 

Goetze  became  involved  with  Southeastern  in  the  1980s  shortly 
after  Lewis  Drummond  become  the  fifth  president  of  the  sem  i  na  ry. 
Goetze  was  involved  in  real  estate  in  the  Wake  Forest  area  and 
belonged  to  a  church  in  the  community  where  a  Southeastern  vice 
president,  George  Wall,  attended. 

Goetze  said  Wall  approached  him  and  asked  if  he  would  consider 
being  a  financial  supporter  of  Southeastern.  Goetze  had  followed  the 
tradition  at  Southeastern,  and  was  so  excited  about  the  changes  being 
made  there  that  he  became  a  Southeastern  supporter. 

"I  consider  it  one  of  the  greatest  privileges  of  my  life  to  be  a  part  of 
what  God  is  doing  at  Southeastern  Seminary,"  he  said.  "I  enjoy 
everything  about  the  seminary.  I  get  to  see  God  at  work  throughout 
the  world.  I  get  to  be  encouraged  in  chapel  services.  I  get  encouraged 
in  friendships  with  the  faculty,  staff  and  students.  I've  had  several 
Southeastern  students  live  with  us.  They've  been  tremendous  role 
models  to  my  children." 

Southeastern  Seminary  President  Danny  Akin  said  having  people 
like  Goetze  as  supporters  of  the  seminary  strengthens  an  already 
vibrant  institution. 

"Kenny  Goetze  and  his  family  have  been  a  wonderful  Jilessing  to 
Charlotte  and  me  since  we  arrived  back  at  Southeastern,"  Akin  said. 
"They  embody  the  heart  and  soul  of  this  institution  in  their  love  for 
the  lost  souls  of  tl  us  wor  Id.  K  enny  s  passion  for  missions  is  contagious, 
and  his  support  for  our  school  is  simply  incredible.  As  a  husband, 
father  and  man  of  God,  I  know  of  few  people  I  respect  more  than 
Kenny  Goetze. 
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Allen  elected  Advancement  VP 


^1      ^1  During  their  spring  meeting  on 

I  0^  ^fl  Southeastern's  campus  April  11-12,  trustees 

H \^«B  elected  Anthony  Allen,  36,  as  Southeastern's 

new  Vice  President  for  Institutional 
Advancement.  He  will  replace  Bart  Neal,  who  has  served  in  that 
post  for  more  than  a  decade  and  will  retire  in  the  fall. 

Allen  has  served  on  Southeastern's  staff  for  13  years,  including 
eight  years  as  the  director  of  admissions.  For  the  past  four  years,  he 
has  served  as  a  special  assistant  to  Neal. 

"I  think  God  has  heen  preparing  Anthony  for  this,"  Akin  said. 
"I  have  great  confidence  that  he  will  take  us  from  where  we  are  and 
move  us  forward,  huilding  on  the  strong  foundation  laid  by  Dr. 
Neal." 

Allen,  noting  the  success  of  the  first  phase  of  the  "Scholarship 


on  fire!    campaign,  said  he  is  exci 
Southeastern . 

"Surpassing  our  Scholarship  on  Fire!  Campaign  Phase  I  goal  is 
such  a  milestone  in  the  life  of  Southeastern,"  Allen  sai  d.  "The 
success  of  our  campaign  is  a  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of  God 
to  supply  our  every  need  and  the  generosity  of  the  many  friends 


;cited  about  the  future  of 
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that  made  this  possible.  We  are  celebrating  God's  goodness  and  the 
joy  that  comes  from  our  partnership  in  the  gospel  with  the  many 
friends  who  have  given  sacrificially.  " 

Trustees  also  heard  a  glowing  report  from  Akin  about  enrollment 
at  the  school,  which  stands  at  nearly  2,500  -  already  surpassing 
last  year's  record  figures.  He  also  noted  that  976  new  students 
came  to  Southeastern  this  year,  and  by  the  start  of  the  fall  semester 
the  school  could  be  looking  again  at  a  5  to  7  percent  growth  in  new 
students. 

Akin  noted  that  the  school  is  "well  on  its  way"  to  his  personal 
goal  of  3,500  students  enrolled  by  2010. 

"As  we  continue  to  work  faithfully,  I  believe  God  will  honor  what 
we  do  for  His  glory,"  he  said. 

In  other  action,  trustees: 

♦  Elected  Anthony  Greenham  as  Assistant  Professor  of 
Missions  and  Islamic  Studies 

♦  Voted  to  name  Southeastern's  new  facilities  management 
building,  to  be  built  this  summer,  in  honor  of  John  and 
Kay  Prince,  longtime  supporters  and  friends  of  the  seminary. 


Akin  announces  staff  promotions 


This  summer  will  bring  several  changes  in  Southeastern's 
administrative  staff,  including  new  faces  at  the  top  of  Southeastern 
College  at  Wake  Forest  and  other  academic  programs. 

Gerald  Cowen,  who  has  been  serving  as  dean  of  the  college  since  its 
founding  in  1994,  will  become  the  schoo  l's  first  associate  vice  president 
for  professional  and  extension  studies.  He  will  be 
replace  d  at  the  hel  m  of  the  college  by  Peter 
bchemm,  formerly  associate  dean  for  theological 
studies. 

L  owen,  63,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  sch  ool  s 
growing  Doctor  of  Ministry  program  as  well  as 
Southeastern  s  seven  extension  centers  throughout 
the  southeastern  United  btates. 

"No  one  has  served  Southeastern  more 
faithfully  than  Gerald  Cowen,"  President  Daniel 
Akin  said.  "He  has  always  been  willing  to  go  and 
serve  where  there  is  a  need.  Dr.  Cowen  will  bi'ing  a 
pastor's  heart  and  years  of  experience  as  he  oversees  both  programs.  I 
believe  our  best  years  in  these  two  strategic  areas  are  ahead  of  us  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Cowen." 

Sch  emm,  37,  will  tak  e  over  an  undergraduate 
program  that  has  been  growing  steadily  since  its 
inception  a  decade  ago.  Schemm,  who  has  taught 
theology  in  the  college  and  seminary  since  2000, 
received  both  his  M.Div.  and  Ph.D.  from 
Southeastern. 

"  We  believe  that  Southeastern  College  is  the 
best  kept  secret  in  the  SBC,  but  we're  hoping  to 
change  that,"  Schemm  said.  "The  past  decade  of 
growth  under  Dr.  Cowen's  leadership  has  uniquely 
positioned  the  college  to  become  one  of  the  f  inest 
schools  on  the  east  coast,  evangelical  or 


Gerald  Cowen 


Peter  Schemm 


otherwise." 

Akin  said  Schemm  "embodies  what  Southeastern  desires  to  produce 
in  its  students." 

"Asa  two-time  graduate  from  this  institution,  he  understands  our 
passion  for  Christ  and  our  mission  to  reach  the  nations  wi  th  the 
gospel,"  Akin  said.  "As  we  seek  to  integrate  faith  and  learning  in  our 
college,  Dr.  Schemm  will  bring  both  leadership  and  wisdom  to  w  hat  is 
now  an  excellent  program  of  study.  I  am  thrilled  he  wi  11  be  serving  as  the 
dean  of  our  college." 

With  Keith  Eitel,  senior  profe  ssor  of  Cl  iristian  missions,  leaving  for 
a  post  at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Bruce  Ashford  will  be  taking  over  as 
head  of  Southeastern's  Great  Commission  Center 

Ashford,  30,  is  an  assistant  professor  of 
Philosophy  and  History  of  ideas  in  the  seminary. 
As  director  of  the  center,  he  will  oversee  programs 
that  specialize  in  church  planting,  unreached 
people  groups  and  global  evangelism  strategies. 

"When  you  think  of  Southeastern  Seminary, 
you  think  of  Great  Commission  studies  and 
missions.  When  I  think  of  Bruce  Ashford,  I  have 
the  same  thoughts,"  Ak  in  sai  d.  "Dr.  Ashford  will 

bring  passion,  energy  and  a  firsthand  understanding  of  what  has  made 
Southeastern  a  premier  'sending  seminary. '" 

Bruce  Little,  59,  associate  professor  of  philosophy,  wi  11  take  on  the 
assignment  of  associate  dean  of  theological  studies  in  the  seminary. 

Russell  Woodbridge,  37,  assistant  professor  of  theology  &  church 
history,  will  be  the  new  associate  dean  of  the  college.  I  le  will  replace 
Emir  Caner,  who  is  leaving  this  summer  to  become  the  dean  of  the  new 
undergraduate  college  at  Southwestern. 

Schemm  and  Cowen  will  assume  their  new  posts  on  June  1 .  Ashford 
will  take  his  new  ]ob  on  Aug  1. 


Bruce  Ashford 


by     Jason  Hall 
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Alumni 


Update 


Marriages 

William  Lee  Cook  married  Jennifer  Marie  Hinson,  5/1/04. 
Joshua  Pan!  Hill  marrie  d  Clara  Elizaheth  Hall,  1/29/05 
Jeffrey  Mack  Johnson  married  Lana  Ray  Cox,  7/31/04 
Joshua  Jacoh  Friesen  married  Kelly  Lauren  Jones,  1/8/05 

Deaths 

Frank  Carroll  Taylor,  d.  Oct.  13,  2004 

Rev.  C.R.  Smith  Jr.,  d.  March  18,  2005 

Rev.  Tross  Kimmer,  d.  Feh.  13,  2005 

Rev.  Maglon  Jeanette  McMillan  Bell,  d.  Jan.  29,  2005 

Rev.  Th  omas  E.  Lolley,  d.  July  22,  2004 

Rev.  David  B.  Bell,  d.  Nov.  11,  2004 

Dr.  David  O  wen  And  erson,  d.  Nov.  14,  2004 

Jeffery  Scott  Alphin,  d.  May  31,  2004 

Rev.  Alfred  Joe  Poole  Jr.,  d.  May  9,  2004 

Dr.  James  L.  Blevins,  d.  July  24,  2004 

Rev.  Josep  h  David  Bostic  III,  d.  July  11,  2004 

Rev.  David  Greene  Anderson,  d.  July  22,  2004 

Rev.  Jeffrey  Alphin,  d.  5/31/04 

Rev.  Tross  T.  Kimmer,  d.  2/13/05 

Dr.  William  C.  Strickland,  d.  12/21/04 

Dr.  Baxter  C.  Phillips,  d.  3/31/05 

Other 

Ergun  Caner,  Dean,  Liherty  Baptist  Seminary,  Lynchhurg, 

VA 

Brian  Tillman,  pastor,  First  Church,  Coldwater,  Mississippi 
Barry  A.  Jones,  dean,  Camphell  Divinity  School 
David  A.  Irish,  pastor,  First  Church,  Lowell,  NC 
Rohert  Norman,  pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Wauchula, 
Florida 

Mike  Woods,  chief  administrator,  Wake  Christian  Academy, 
Raleigh,  NC 

Rev.  R  onald  Norris  Bryan,  Board  of  Tru  stees  of  the 
International  Mission  Board 

Dr.  Phillips  Lamoreux  McRae  Sr.,  pastor,  Troy  First 
Baptist  Church,  Troy,  NC 


John  Revis,  pastor,  Carolina  Community  Church,  Liherty, 

NC 

Steve  Prescott,  pastor,  Fishing  Creek  Baptist  Church, 
Warrenton,  NC 

Rev.  Craig  Hamlin,  pastor,  Fairview  Baptist  Ch  u  r  c  n , 
r  u  q  u  ay  Varina,  NC 

Jason  Lineherger,  pastor,  Everetts  Baptist  Church, 
Williamston,  NC 

Kevin  W.  Quails,  pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Florence, 

sc 

Rev.  Dave  Pryor,  pastor,  Red  Mountain  Baptist  Church, 
Roxhoro,  NC 

Rev.  Ronald  D.  Daves,  pastor,  Grays  Hill  Baptist,  Beau  fort, 

SC 

Rev.  Ben  Durand,  pastor,  North  Roxhoro  Baptist  Church, 
Roxhoro,  NC 

Rev.  Kenneth  Boaz,  hoard  of  directors,  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina 

Rev.  Will  lam  Pf  ister,  pastor,  Little  River  Baptist  Church, 
Brevard,  NC 

Rev.  Terry  Smoak,  pastor,  Salem  Baptist  Church, 
Bennettsville,  SC 

Dr.  J.  Brahhan,  Fagan  Chair  of  Bihle,  Chowan  College, 
Ahoskie,  NC 

Conra  d  E.  Ostwalt  Jr.,  chairman  o  f  D  epartment  of 
Philosophy  and  Religion,  Appalachian  btate  University, 
Boone,  NC 

Rev.  Ronald  Norris  Bryan,  hoard  of  trustees,  International 
M  issions  Board 

Dr.  Bruce  Ashford,  Director  of  Great  Commission  Center, 
Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  NC 
Dr.  Emir  Caner,  Dean,  The  College  at  Southwestern,  Rirt 
Worth,  TX 


To  update  your  address  or  other  alumni 
information,  go  to 

www.sebts.edu/alumnLfnends 


Grad  receives  Fulbright  Fellowship 


Southeastern  graduate  Travis 
Moger  (M.Div.  1993)  has  heen 
awarded  the  Fulhright  Fellowship  to 
pursue  doctoral  studies  at  the 
University  of  Frankfurt  in  Germany 
during  the  2005-2006  academic 
year. 

The  Fulhright  Program,  the  U.  S . 
government's  flagship  program  in 
international  educational  exchange, 
se  n  ds  800  scholars  and 


professionals  each  year  to  more  than 
140  countries,  where  they  lecture  or 
conduct  research  in  a  wide  variety 
of  academic  and  professiona  1  fields. 

Moger  is  currently  a  candidate 
for  the  Ph.D.  de  gree  at  the 
University  of  California,  Santa 
Barbara,  where  he  specializes  in 
Reformation  history. 

Southeastern  President  D  a  meJ 
Akin,  Moger's  f  ormer  professor, 


expressed  his  congratulations  at 
Moger's  significant  accomplishment. 

"Travis  was  an  outstanding 
student  whom  I  had  the  joy  of 
teaching,"  Akin  said.  "He  has  a 
great  mind  dedicated  to  the  glory  of 
God.  I  h  ave  no  doubt  he  will  do 
exceedingly  well  in  this  program  of 
study.  " 
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Bookshelf 


A  number  of  Looks  written  by  Southeastern 
professors  nave  kit  kookstores  in  tke  past 
several  montks,  including  titles  akout  etkics, 
pkilosopky,  Islam,  and  kiklical  studies. 

The  Costly  Call 

Rejected,  keaten,  tortured  and  sometimes 
killed,  tkose  wko  akandon  tke  Muslim  faitk  of 
tkeir  fatkers  and  tkeir  nation  to  follow  Ckrist 
give  up  everytking  for  a  gospel 
tkat  may  demand  not  only 
tkeir  life  kut  tkeir  deatk. 

Now  tkeir  stories  are  told 
in  a  new  kook  co-autkored  ky 
renowned  Soutkern  Baptist 
expert  on  Islam  Emir  Caner 
and  missiologist  Edward 
Pruitt  entitled  Tlie  Costly  Call: 
Modern-Day  Stories  of 
Muslims  Who  Found  Jesus. 

Tke  kook  is  written  as  a  witness  to 
Muslims,  Caner  said,  and  also  to  serve  as  a 
wake-up  call  to  American  Ckristians  to 
support  tkeir  krotkers  and  sisters  in  Ckrist 
wko  are  keing  persecuted  in  otker  parts  of  tke 
world.  Tke  Costly  Call  is  puklisked  ky  Kregel. 

True  Sexual  Morality 

In  a  society  pervaded  ky  sexual 
wantonness,  Ck  ristians  must  ke  awakened  to 
tke  corruption  of  tke  world's  view  of 
sexuality  an  d  tke  moral  ramifications  of  tkat 
corruption,  according  to 
Soutkeastern  etkicist  Daniel 
H  eimkack. 

His  latest  kook,  True 
Sexual  Morality,  is  tke 
product  of  a  six-year  quest  to 
research  a  movement  tkat  ke 
said  kas  overtaken  America 
and  tkreatens  to  erase  tke 
image  of  God  from  society. 

"Our  culture.  .  .is  keing  flooded  witk  a 
deluge  of  sexual  ckaos  tkreatening  eitker  to 
completely  redefine  tke  faitk  or  to  leave  it 
irreconcilakly  divided,  perkaps  until  Ckrist 
returns,"  Heimkack  said. 

Tke  kook  is  puklisked  ky  Crossway. 

John 

After  nearly  a  decade  of  intense  researck, 
New  Testament  professor  Andreas 
Kostenkerger  kas  offered  kis  most  recent 
commentary  on  tke  Gospel  of  Jokn,  puklisked 
ky  Baker  Books. 

Tke  work  is  designed  for  a  wide-ranging 
audience,  and  wkile  it  is  deep  enougk  to  ke 
use  d  ky  sckolars,  Kostenkerger  notes  tke 
kook's  user-friendly  format  makes  it  accessikle 
to  pastors  and  educated  laymen  as  well. 

In  an  age  wken  many  commentaries  are 
written  witk  one  single  narrow  focus  in  view, 


TRUE 

SEXUAL 

MORALITY 
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wketker  kistorical,  literary,  or 
tkeological,  Kostenkerger  said 
tkat  kis  goal  was  to  comkine 
all  tkree  aspects  in  a  balanced 
presentation  of  tke  Gospel's 
teacking  and  narrative. 

Tke  kook  is  a  finalist  for 
tke  Evangelical  Ckristian 
Pukliskers  Association's  Gold 
Medallion  Book  Award  in  tke  Reference 
Works/Commentaries  category. 

A  Creation-Order  Theodicy 

Atkeists  and  Ckristians  kave  for  centuries 
pondered  tke  seeming  paradox  of  kaving  kotk  an 
all-powerful,  totally  good  God  and  a  world  full  of 
evil.  Ckristian  pkilosopker  Bruce  Little  kas 
developed  a  Scripturally-kased  critique  of  tke 
Ckristian  s  arguments  and  kas  presented  a  new 
possikle  answer  to  tkis  age  old  question  in  kis 
new  kook,  A.  Creation-Order 
Theodicy:  God  and  Gratuitous 
Evil,  puklisked  ky  University 
Press  of  America. 

Little  k  opes  tkat  kis  kook 
will  kelp  Ckristians  to 
reformulate  tkeir  views  of  God 
and  tke  presence  of  evil  so  tkat 
tkey  will  ke  more  effecti  ve  m 
tkeir  ministry  and  defense  of 
tkeir  faitk. 

"Most  people  tkink  tkat  tke  proklem  of  evil  is 
an  apologetics  issue,  kut  in  rea  lity  it  is  a 
ministry  issue,"  Little  said. 

God,  Marriage  and  Family 

New  Testament  sckolar  Andreas 
Kostenkerger  was  assisted  ky  etkicist  David 
Jones  in  writing  a  kook,  God,  Marriage  & 
Family,  designed  to  counter  tke  cultural,  anti- 
kiklical  standards  on  marriage  in  favor  of  a 
kiklical  view. 

"God  wants  us  to 
understand  His  will  for 
marriage  and  tke  family  ratker 


GOD, 
Marriage, 

Family 


tkan  merely  conform  to  an 
external  pattern  of  traditional 
marriage,"  Kostenkerger  said. 
"We  seek  to  ground  Ckristian 
marriages  and  families  in  tke 
Bikle'  s  teacking  ratker  tkan 
take  our  cue  from  culture, 
tradition  or  people's  personal  preferences." 

Jones  said  part  of  tke  motivation  for  tke 
kook  was  "to  demonstrate  to  tke  culture  tke 
severity  of  tke  moral  decay  of  tkese 
institutions.  Wkile  most  people  are  willing  to 
admit  tkat  tkere  is  a  small  kole  in  tke  skip, 
part  or  our  message  is  to  say  tkat  tke  sk  lp  is  in 
danger  of  going  down  unless  sometking  is  done 
to  correct  tke  proklem." 

Tke  kook  was  puklisked  ky  Crossway. 


Prof  defends 
marriage,  Bible 
against  cultural 
assault 

A  nation  grappling  witk  questions  akout 
tke  nature  of  marriage  and  tke  family  can 
find  its  answers  witkin  a  kiklical  tkeology 
of  marriage,  Soutkeastern  professor 
Andreas  Kostenkerger  said  in  a  guest 
appearance  on  "Janet  Parskall's  America" 
on  January  1  2 . 

1  ke  nationally  syndicated  radio  and 
television  program  is  kroadcast  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  known  for  its 
conservative  stance. 

"Wken  we  go  kack  to  tke  Bikle," 
Kostenkerger  told  Parshall,  "and  wken  we 
read  wkat  it  says  akout  marriage  an  d  tke 
family,  we  find  tkat  it  answers  a  lot  of  our 
questions  in 
our  culture 
akout  wkat 
marriage  and 
tke  family  are 
supposed  to 
ke. 

"  We  are  akle 
to  skow  tke 
world  wkat 
God  is  like 
tkrougk  tke 
way  we 

Andreas  Kostenberger  concluct 

ourselves  as 
kuskands, 

wives,  fatkers,  motkers  and  parents." 

Kostenkerger  recently  wrote  a  kook,  witk 

David  Jones,  called  God,  Marriage  and 

Family.  It  was  puklisked  ky  Crossway  last 

year. 

Kostenkerger  also  recently  appeared  on 
tke  Raleigk  television  program  "Take  a 
Stand,"  to  discuss  tke  kest-selling  novel, 
The  Da  Vinci  Code,  ky  Dan  Brown. 
Brown's  kook  purports  tkat   esus  was 
secretly  married  to  Mary  Magdalene  and 
tkat  tke  two  produced  a  ckild,  facts  tkat 
supposedly  kave  keen  covered  up  for 
centuries. 

"Tkere  is  not  a  shred  of  evidence  in  tke 
Bikle  tkat  (Jesus)  was  married,  " 
Kostenkerger  said,  noting  that  "virtually 
everything  that  Dan  Brown  tells  us  akout 
tke  Bikle  and  akout  Jesus  is  wrong.  " 

Kostenkerger  pointed  out  several  factual 
inaccuracies  in  Brown's  work,  calling  it  an 
"effort  to  discre  dit  Ck  ristianity   with  an 
"overt,  anti-Ckristian  kias." 


The  center  of  Southeastern  Seminary 
life  is  our  vibrant  chapel  services. 
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120  S.  Wingate  Street 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27587 
(919)  556-3101 
www.sebts.edu/chapel 


Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 


OUTLGDK 


A  resource  for  pastors  and 
teachers  of  the  Bibje 

Danielakin.com  is  filled  with  helpful 
tools  for  the  serious  student  of  Scrip- 
ture, dedicated  to  the  exposition  of 
God's  Word. 


•  Audio  sermons  in  MP3  format 

•  Teaching  outlines  from  many  books 
of  the  Bible 


Resources  from  Dr.  Akin's  popular 
marriage  conferences 

Dr.  Akin's  frequently  updated 
speaking  schedule 


Be  diligent  to  present  yourself 
approved  uirto  God,  a  worker  who 
does  npfiieed  to  be  ashamed,  correctly 

±Mg  the  word  of  truth. 
2  Timothy  2:15 
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